MIN U TES
Corrunittee on F a,: ulty Participation

Octob e r 3, 1975

The President ' s Committee on Faculty Participation met at 2 p. rn.
Friday, October 3, in the Regents Room of the Wetherby Administration
Building . The following members were present: Professors William Bivin,
L . D . Brown, James Davis, Elsie Dotson, Gene Farley, Jack Hall . Delbert
Hayden , J. T. Sandefur, Herb Shadowen , Jack Thacker, Lysbeth Wallace,
Eunice Wells and Randy York. Dr . John Minton was a guest at the meeting.

Dr. Davis introduced Dr . Minton who discussed the University Com mittee Structure and gave a brief history of the organization of the conunittees,
particularly the Corrunittee on Committees. He stressed the need for additional
faculty participation in the various university comIllittees, and also a need for
current cornrnittee ITlembership lists. He stated the University has revised the
cOITlITlittee structure in order to allow more faculty input on the cornrnittees .
Dr . Shadowen comITlented that there is a great deal ITlore faculty participation
on committees now than there was several years ago .
The draft of a Faculty Questionnaire was discussed at SOITle length. Dr .
Thacker made a motion to include :a space for rank and college on the questionnaire. as Dr. York had suggested earlier. Dr. York seconded the motion which
carried.
It was agreed that October 15 should be set as the deadline for returning
the Faculty Qu~stionnaire to the Office of Academic Affairs, with Dr. Farley
ITlaking the motion and Dr . Thacker seconding. The questionnaires were to be
in the mail by Tuesday, October 7.

Other revisions to the questionnaire included the suggestion that the
question be asked: TlDo you spend more than 25% of your tiITle in r~gular university administrative duties: for example, are you a dean, associate or assistant
dean , departITlent head, acadeITlic director, etc.?" Dr . York moved and Dr.
Shadowen seconded the motion 'which was unanimously approved.
The proposal for a faculty senate was discussed by the committee, and
the members stated that possible resfructuring of the AcadeITlic Council would
be a step in the right direction to perITlit ITlore faculty input and enable faculty
to have a voice in administrative policy. Dr. Hayden praised the group for the
work done on the proposed Faculty Senate constitution. Dr . Farley also COITltnended the 'group for a job well done. Dr. Davis stated the ITlaterials would be
in his offi.ce for anyone to examine.
~

Dr . Dotson suggested a rationale be presented to the faculty for the
President's selection of the Faculty Participation appointments. The cOITlmittee
approved by a voice vote to include the rationale in the questionnaire cover letter.
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Dr. Hayden suggested that possible consideration be given to holding
ITIore open committee meetings to the faculty to permit them a voice in policy
making.
The next meeting of the Faculty Participation Committee was set for
Friday , October 17 , at Z p . m. in the Regents Room.
The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p. m .
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